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EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 709

REDEFINING THE FUNCTIONS AND ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE OF
THE NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR THE WELFARE OF DISABLED
PERSONS WHICH IS RENAMED AS THE NATIONAL COUNCIL ON
DISABILITY AFFAIRS AND "ATTACHED TO THE OFFICE OF THE
PRESIDERT, AND AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE EXECUTIVE
ORDER 676 (2007) AND EXECUTIVE ORDER 232 (1987)

WHEREAS, the Uinited Nntions  Geners) Assembly adopisd: on &
December 2006 the Convernnnn on the Rights of Persons with Disahilities
unders Fesolustian A/61/611 shich moopnizes the necd 1= promote and protect
the human nehts and Fmdamental freedoms of all persons with disabilities,
angd e pramate the eherenl digmuty maloding thowe whn requirs moge intenisive
suppor

WHEREAE, 'V~ 814 vl Rules on the Fqualisstion of Opporturuties [y

vrrwmee wild Tipsstlioe~ 1w aiss adopred e the Linnted Napony Jdencral
Amseritat et vh AW meem o= e T Deremiber 192993 e virtue 6 Feanlution
AF B 11 rmsette bt i wreh altaaln]ties esercmer The same oinls and
UELIgEDIG 2y 1P e 1 reeagnioae the privipdes and palicy guldeimes |n
wlgenmng v prammbre rmealation and evalunton of puhioios.  plans,

progrEms Ent! priirms BT L pananal repoon! oand neernationgl lewls o
fumthes paunli=™ 1he speruniises or persons with disabalitles,

WHEREASR, (ks Workl Pregrnimme of Actjony Cenremming Disabled Persons
=L pdomiced v tne Unned Natimms Genera!l Assemitdy on 2 Decembe- 1982 Iy
wnirtos Wl Fesnluting 37 050 0 pramute effstive meavifrs ru- the prevention of
disz i rehabiittaden gnd e reallzenem of the gl of “full participation™
Ol prosong With cisalnguss mosobwl [ angd aevelonmen:, aid of "lquai!ty";

WHEEEAS ihr eoaung polict of the Uniteel Kaumnmes on o sabidlny
provdise e veigllshment o an ofte Uy dimubilicne efsc—s Lt shodld be
wnids ant! stusthed @ the hughest ofiice of the reapectier povernumenls o
mETal cooriimannn 0o briieng of Bl mplises guengisn thereln

WHEPREAS Uw (% Pnlppme Consururess Arucke 13, Sesusp 13
e '!'i.ﬂl,-_ e male (o e=stEiilisl & soeonl spency e persamid w91h Cina bilitien
i ot retmblmuor, seil-amvenpment and s=if rebmnes . jod theit (ntezraton
InLE L MGmMBLTAT IR 017
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WHEREAS, Repubiic Act 9422, Republic Act 7277 and Batas Pambunsa
Big 344 all provided the need for 8 surong agency w monitor and advocats the
tmpiementation of the programs and services for disabled persons of
governmeni agencies.

WHEREAS. Presidential Decree Noo 1509 created  the  National
Commission Concemning [isabled Persons to provide personis with disability
the fullest measure of protection and assistance o develop their abilities;

WHEREAS, £.0, 232, Series of 1987 provided for the structural and
functional reorganizaton of the Nanona! Council for the Welfare of Disabled
Persons (NCWDP); -

WHEREAS, the National Council for the Wellare of Disabled Persons
(INCWDP, by virtue of £.0. 676, Senes of 2007, was transferred from the
Depariment of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) to the Office of the
President (OP),

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GLORIA MACAPAGAL ARROYO. Presic-n of the
Philippintea by virtue of the powers vested In me by laws snd the Copan® ton,
de hereby arder

Bectitn |, FPiurpose, This Exe-umve Grider shall redefine the Lub aons
atidd otprnicatemal struciure of the Naoone! Comndi for the Welfary o O <o bied
Fersons (NCWDP) which shull b tenaimned ms the Netona! Coundl an Duss bty
Affairs (NCDA! and which shull b gnmached 0 the Oificr of the Fresident

ameading for the purpose Exerutter Crder 676 (D007 2nd Exersttive Orae J3J
[1EET)

Secnion 2. Powerss pnd Punctions of the Cesincil  The Nathveu! Cramoil
ar [hsabil~ Affetrs, herrmefter referred ta ad the *Council * shall bz the
folipuing powers and funchons

i Formmusstr policies end propase legisisnons conremmung 1w 1ighls
Exet well being of digsabled persons. and lesd i W tmpiemet JUon
of progams and servicen concerming the samre

2 Condust consulmyr mesunypy and prepare pvmmpoma w1 ull
sukrhojders and underisier program eveluntion and oo sring
i ensure tha! comprehenstve, reievant and bimely program: and
scrvites o adequaite end acceaaible o persnns with disablllier,

2.  Comduct rescurches and studiew relevan 1w formulated palici~s 1o
promote 2ol enhance @t all levels the nghys of persons with

ﬂ dimabilities.
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4, Esmablish, develop and maminin & dats bank on disability
parmership with eoncerned government agencwes and  non-
government organuations and strengthen the refermal services
ensune availability of dats to stakeholders and services w persons
with disabilities including provision of assstive devices,

5 Eswablish and maintain linkages and networking with local and

6. Serve as a natonal working body (0 promote and monttor
implementation of national laws and intemational commitments,

7.  Assist in the establishment of self-beip organisstions and the
sctting up of specific projects through the provision of tecnnical
and financial assistance (o draw out the active particmaban of
persons with disabilities in the socal and econamic development of
the country. [Section 3], RAT2TT

Secpon 5 Compowmuon of the Council Tne Ravopal Councll on
Disability Aflleire is compossd of the Geyerming Bransd anc Ity Seoreturrt The
Corrrung Boand. hereinsfier teferred 1w sy the “Bourd * anall pe heude by @
( luurperean coming from e nen-goesmnment Grganizdor wib the lswing
rtbers

Departmem of Sooal Welfare entd Gevelopment

Diepartmem of Health

Depertment of Labor and Empltyment

Crpatmen' of Education

Depurtmes: of the Intenar srd Loen! Govermmen:

Depurriment of Trade and Industry

Deparmonem of Pubilic Works s Highways

Deporunent of Trenspamating ans Commusicntrms

Peperenent of Foregn Allnirs

Depairement o Justics

Philgppine Information Agone:

Techmal Edusaios snd Biills Developmen' Autharine sny

S 15 private individualy i wding twe (2] representativrs from HGCOs
with nmatooa! nerwark nr Prrsons with Desabilives [PATDY). ey (2)
disablerd perwme representing =grnimate PWD organjestions, and meg (2)
representatives fom civic groups and  cause-nrisnies  prganisssions
concrrned with the welfare of FWTHG sl of whaes shal be apprinied by
the President upon the fevorubie recommendanun of the Charperson
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The heads of the concamed departments and agencies shall as much as
possible attend the meeungs of the Council In therr absence, depariment
heads shall designate permanent and sllernate representatives, preferably with
the rank of Underscoretary and Assistant Secretary, respectively, who may
artend and participate at meetings of the Board for them

Section 4. The Chairperson, who shall be appomnted by the Presdent,
shall be an automatic member of the Board and shall be co-terminous with the
President. The Chairperson shall have the following dunes and responsibilines:

1. Tu call and preside over the meetings of the Board and the Executive
Committes. -

2, To manage and administer the affaire of the Council and the
Secretariat.

3. To monitor the implementation of pobcics approved by the Board

4, To sign commumcations [or the Board and represent the Board
whenever fiocessan

5 To solicit und pocept, on behwl! of the Board, gifis. grants or dosatons
in sccordunoe with governmeni rules. regulanons anc pohces.

t To exeriite fontracts in the pursuit of the Councils olyectives 2+ may
br surthortzed by the Bosrd, o accondancs with povernment r.l=: and
regiintiong

7 To prganise permanent vt wd-hoe committess, consisting nf members
of the Board or such other experts an nre deemsd necessany [or the
discharpe nf functians and ohjestives of the eg=ns

The Chatrperson shall be the link betieren the Bonrd ang the Secretariat.
As such, the Chalbpersin nat onh presides ovet all brard meeungs. bun i alsa
the chuel executive officer over e pperutng unis of the orgarazative,

The Chalrperson shall have the mank privieges and emalume=:s o an
Undersecretan The Cludrmersun ahall be nsmisied in his'her doos: and
responsibiliien by an Assistant Secvetamy 1o be appomnted v the Prosdem
upon the recommendanon of the Chairperson,

Section & Thr Execubtve Commitiee There will be ar Exe -utjve
Committer crinered by the Board Chairporson composed of the sipht (8] Sub-
Commniti=¢ Chamrpersons and one (11 PWD who 13 & rogulsr membes: of the
Board chosen by the Crairperson, The NCOA Exectitive Committee will resalve
policy issues or program recommendations before presentation o the Baars,
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Section 6. Sub-Committees.  The Board shall have the following sub-
committees

1. Sub-Cammitiee on Accessibility on Built Environment and
Transporation - chaired by the DFWH

Sub-Comminee on Training, Employment and Livelihood - chaired by
the DULE

Sub-Committee on Auxiliary Social Services - chalred by the DSWD
Sub-Committee on Health - chaired by the DOF

Sub-Commines on Information, Communications and Technology -
chaired by the DOTC

Sub-Committee em Advocacy - chaired by the PIA

Bubh-Committer om Education - chaired by the DepEd

Sub-Committee o0 International Disability Network - chatred by the
DFA

R p&m k)

The members of the sub-comminees shall be selected by the Sub-
Commines Churperson from among the members of the Soprd and other
experts m ther specific arees of coneern

Thy Boars! may ool such other sub-commitides und twsk [o-=s as
may be deem=ti pecrasan v cans @at i fanctons

Locad  Gosormmen: Units (LGUs| are  encoumgrd o crears  local
commitiees on disabibc aflairs ond mey designare @ coordinaor [or PWD
privgrams ans serviczs  Fumnds (o such purpose movy bre sourtsd ¢! by the
Lirlie copermied from ihelr respestive anmusl sppropriabions paoscant (o

chone 3% and A5 af the Local Government Code.

Sectinn 7. Tip Secretaral. The Board shall have » Seeretanint which
will provige e mackmery o coardingtle functions. orgamze services. monilar
palicies and plans and evnlugie the implementation of programs and services
for persuis with disabllinies ar muy be required by the Board in the exer ise of
s funchions 1 ghall be headed by an Execuove Dhirector, whe sl be
apponied be the Chappersen upon the [FEvorable recommendatios of the
Board. The Chagperson shs!l also appomt the orher officers and sl of the
Becretemat upon the faverahls recommendation nl the Board

The man divisione of the Secretariat shall be as follows:
. Oftige of the Exesudye Director

Admimstaoave Dmvison

Frograms Managasment Division

Informanon,. Education and Communication Diviston
Techmical Cooperation Division
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Section 8 Donatioms. The Council, through the Chairperson or such
other official as mav be authonized by the Board, shall solicit and accep! gifts,
grants and donetons in accordance with government rules, regulauons and
policies.

The gifts, prants and donations shall be administered or disbursed by the
Council for the purpose for which they were given or in the absence of such, as
the Board may determine, in accordance with applicable laws, rules and
regulations,

Section 9. Appropriations. By virtue of this Executive Order renaming
National Council for the Welfare of Disabled Persons (NCWDP) as National
Council on Disability Affairs (NCDA), the appropriations for NCWDF wili
sutomatically be considered as funds of NCDA.

Secuon 10,  Repealing Clause,  All ordmances, ruies and regulations,
ather issuances or parts thereof that are intonsistent with this Executive Order
are hersby repealed or modified accordingly.

Section | 1. Effectivity. This Order shall take effect immediately

DORNE in the City of Manus, Philippines, Uis 360 day of _February
i Lhe Year of Our Lord, Twa Thoussand Eipht

-

By the Presioent

- O e

EDUARDO E. ERMITA

Ex=cyiive Secretan
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