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BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES
EXECUTIVE ORDER NO.707

OPENING THE PORT OF APARRI A5 A PRINCIPAL PORT OF ENTRY PURSUANT
TO SECTION 702 OF THE TARIFF AND CUSTOMS CODE OF THE
PHILIPPINES AS AMENDED IN RELATION TO REPUBLIC ACT NO. 7922 OR
THE CAGAYAN SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE ACT OF 1495,

WHEREAS, Ropubllc Act No 7922, enlilled "ESTABLISHING A SPECIAL
ECOMOMIC ZONE AND FREE PORT IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF SANTA ANA AND
THE NEIGHBORING |SLANDS |N THE MURICIFPALITY OF APARRI, PROVINCE OF
CAGAYAN, PROVIDING FUNDS THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES”
provides hat il s ihe “policy of the govemmeant lo actively encowage, promote, induce
ardd accelsralt a sound and balanced Indushial, sconamic and social developmen! ol
Ihe couniry i arder lo provide jobs to Uue people especilly ihose in the murs aeas,
mcrease Lhan productivity and their individual and family income, and thereby improve
the level and guality of thedr condilien heough the establishment. among olbars, ol
special econonng Zonas and free pais n swilabile and slrategic localions i the country
and thmugh measures that shall effectively alliacl legiimale and  productive Toreign
Investimenis™,

WHEREAS, the opening of he Fornt of Apam inlo o customs prncipal port of
sritry will complanend effons lo accalenale lurdher not just the economic growlh but the
lolat development of the Cagayan Specal Economic Zone,

WHEREAS, upgrading the stalus of the Porl ol Aparr inlo a prncipal port of
aniry will enable said pod to avail of the manpower complement and other resources
Troum nalional goveirnimen| agencies sucl #s Ihg Burepu ol Cusioms, hemaby haslaning
inliastiuclse and systems development wiich will jesult in ihe pert and the Cagayan
Freeport Zone atliacling moare inveslors and olber locators;

WHEREAS, the expansion of econamic aclivity wilthin the port roquires (hat the
Port of Aparm be accorded he status as a poncipal port of enlry;

NOW, THEREFORE, |, GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYOD, Preswlunt ol the
Repubhc of the Philippines. by virtue ol the powers vesled in ma by law. do hemeby
aider

Soction 1. Upgmding of tiwe Port of Aparm and opening #f as a Principal Port of
Eniry = The present Port of Aparil is hareby opened and dedared as a principal por ol
ety 10 e knowr ag he District Port ol Apa

Soclion 2. Allhiority of the Commissionegr of Customs lo definse the puisdiclions
lirtuts of the callection district aflected. — The Comimissiones of Cusloms, subject 1o the
approval of lhe Secretary of Finance pursuant lo Seclion 701 of the Tanll and Customs
Cote of the Philippines (TCCP), ay amended, is hereby authoiize to redefine the
jurisdiclional boundaries of the Port of San Fernando and W delineste he junsdiclional
limits of the new Principal Port of Enlry which shall become Customs Collection Disinc
Mo, XV and 1 be known s the Dislnct Pod of Aparm
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Collection District XV ol the Collection Uistricl of Apani shall have Juisdiction
aver the entire provinces of Cagayan, lsabela, Batanas, Nuoevs Vizoaya, Quirho and
such olhei areas as shall be added by e Commissioner ol Cusloms, excluding the
drea covered by he Freepor crsaled under Republic Act N, 7922, 1L shall have the
ports of Cuttmao, Tuguegarao Arpor! and the Lacag Internabional Algpart as I8 sub-
puits.

Section 3, Relafinshy: bolween the Cogayan Freeport Zone Authoaly and the
Bureau ol Cuslams. - To ensure the smoolh operalion of Port lrene, as a subport of the
Dislrict Port of Apanl, and laking into accounl the peculiar characlurislics thereol, the
Bureau of Customs and the Cagayan Freepont Zone Aulthorty (CFZA] shall, within thirty
(30) Jdays from the ellectivily of this e eniler inle o Memorandum ol Agreemenl
dufining their working relationships and he reatiment of all cargoes entering of feaving
the lipaporl 2zonw.

Seclion 4. Auihonty of e Comnussionar of Cusioms io designaie the officials of
he Port of Aparrt, - This New Collection Distret No. XV, alsa known as the District Port
ol Apar, shall be headed by o Collecior of Cusloms V, 1o be assisted by such Depuly
Colleglors ol Cuslums as may be detennined and designated by the Commissioner ol
Customs. Each subporl under the Disincl Poit of Apam shall be lkewise headed by
Pout Colleclors, o be assisted by such Depuly Poart Collectors of Cusloms as may be
detemuined and dusignated by the Commissioner of Customs.

Section & Implementing Autltonty. — Subject 1o the approval of the Secretary ol
Finance, (he Cammissiungs of Cusloms is hereby authorized o detérmine the personnel
requiremnents of the Distnct Port of Apam. taking into account the principles of economy,
efficiency and ulléctiveness. For lhis purpose, he may, subjed lo applicable Civil
Service nules and regulations, tssue lhe nesded orders to effect the lransler o
movernenl o persanne from any urgamzauunaj unit ol the Bureay 1o the Porl Trens

Seclion 6. Approprialions. - Funds lor the mibal operations ol the Distnct Pod of
Apam shall be drawn from Ihe available lunds ol the Bureau ol Customs and
subsequent appropnalions shall be incorporaled into its budgel proposals, subject o
existing budgeting, accounting and auditing laws and plocedurus,

Seclion 7. Effectivity. — This Execullve Order shall lake llect een (15) days
loliowing the complelion of is pubbcabon n the Official Gazelle or In & newspapar of
generl circulation,

Done In the City of Manila, lhis 18th  day ol Februacyin e year of our Lord,
Two Thousand and Eighe .
I‘f.
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By Iha Prasident:

At

EDUARDO R. ERMITA
Execulive Socralary




